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| Am the True Vine
John 15:1-17

These familiar verses in John 15:1-17 are filled with surprises and difficulties. There are lots of places
where the meaning is not easy to find. Join me on ajourney to figure out some of it!

Jesus says He is the true vine (v. 1). Usually, when | think of a vine | think of a weed that grows where |
don’twantit. Jesus is talking about a plant that provides fruit.
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God is the vine grower (v. 1). Other translations say, “vineyard keeper,” “vinedresser,” “gardener,
“cultivator,” “husbandman.” No matter which version you have, it is clear that God is taking care of the
plant.

God gets rid of those who don’t believe (v. 2). Yes! God has a plan called “free will.” If | do not accept God’s
gift of salvation, | am free to move on without it. Some traditions teach that God elects some to be saved
and some notto be saved (predestination), but our tradition says that the choice is ours and God will honor
our decision.

God trims those who do believe (v. 2). Yes! If | do believe, | am set free to move into the world bearing the
fruit of peace, the fruit of justice, the fruit of service. Good fruit bears more fruit and keeps on living. My
rough edges are pruned so | can stay connected to the vine for nourishment.

| get anything for which I pray (v. 7). Good! A new car! Extra money for the season basketball tickets!
Political election! Uh, there is a proviso on this promise from God. The prayer has to be according to the
Word and will of God: “...if you abide in me, and my words abide in you.”

There is more here for reflection. What about friendship with Jesus (v. 14)? Is Jesus speaking of His own
death when He says there is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends (v. 13)? What kind
of fruit will lastinstead of turning bad (v. 16)? How do the commands of Jesus enable us to love one another
(v.17)?

Scripture that makes me keep pondering is a special gift.

What Someone Else Has Said: D. Moody Smith, Jr. (John, Abingdon New Testament Commentaries)
wrote: “Although John does not here use the word ‘church’ (Greek ekklésia, which appears in no Gospel
except Matthew) there is an obvious sense in which the vine and branches are a metaphor for Christ and
the church, the Christian community.”

Prayer: As you prepare this lesson, let your prayer begin: “Thank You, Lord, for the mysteries of Your
Word, hidden so we can continue to search and to grow...”
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