The Light and the Dark
John 1:1-5, 14-18

The original Star Wars trilogy was one of the few movies we had on tape when | was a kid, so | grew up
watching those when | was sick and staying home from school (and of course The Price Is Right). At the
center of the entire Star Wars mythos is The Force. For those who might not be familiar, The Force is kind
of like Duck Tape: there’s a light side, a dark side, and it holds everything together.

George Lucas drew inspiration for Star Wars from a wide range of areas, and the concept behind The
Force is found across an assortment of world religions. The idea of two sides of the universe in conflict
with one another is nearly universal to the human experience. You have the light side, characterized by
love, hope and peace, at war against the dark side, hallmarked by fear, anger and hatred.

This is nothing new or wholly original to George Lucas, but it is something that has resonated with human
beings even before there was Star Wars. The idea of light and dark in combat with one another registers
with something deep within our bones, some kind of ancient human narrative that seems to be passed
down in our very DNA. Even in today’s passage from the Gospel of John, it talks about light and dark, and
the darkness not overcoming the light.

However, what John speaks of here is not Star Wars, nor is it even that ancient human narrative that Star
Wars drew inspiration from. Popular ideas like The Force view the light and the dark as opposites, as two
sides of a coin. But this is simply not true. Light and dark are not opposites. They are not two parts that
make up a whole. Light and dark are not of the same substance. Darkness has no substance at all.
Darkness is the complete absence of light.

“In the beginning,” John tells us, “was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
(John 1:1)

“In the beginning,” Genesis tells us, “... the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of
the deep... Then God said, “Let there be light.”” (Genesis 1:1-3, NRSV)

Darkness is the absence of light, therefore the two cannot be together. When God spoke and light sprang
forth, darkness was done away with. In creating the heavens and the earth, God put the primordial chaos
into right order and relationship. The first thing God required for Creation was light. Light enabled the rest
of Creation to be created. Light enabled the life that God placed within Creation to live. Light is God’s first
gift.

In the course of time God created humans, and we just messed it all up. Our sin, our rejection of God’s
rule over our lives, broke the relationships we were created to live into: relationship with God, with one
another, and the rest of Creation. Our actions reversed God’s work of Creating, and moved the world
back toward the primordial chaos, back toward darkness. Because God cannot tolerate sin, God
withdrew; the light was pulled away, and we entered the darkness. The prophet Isaiah describes us as
the people walking in darkness.

Human beings have always been afraid of the dark. We’re born with that fear. That’s why we put
nightlights into children’s rooms, and draw near to campfires even in the heat of the summer. Now we’re
so enamored with our own capacity for cleverness and technology that we sometimes forget to be afraid
of the dark. Our cities and homes are so advanced that we no longer even notice the dark. But let the
power go out, let the technology fail, and you’ll very quickly realize just how afraid of the dark we still are.



Some of the practices of Christmas come out of our fear of the dark. Christmas trees, evergreens, and
decorating our houses with light, go back to pagan practices, wintertime rituals and festivals designed to
push against the darkness of winter and remind ourselves that the Sun will shine again. Christians took
these practices and interpreted them to understand and teach the truth of Christ, but in their roots the
lights on our Christmas trees and the candles in our windows are still our attempt, our reminder to push
back against the threatening darkness, because deep down we know that darkness will be our undoing.

Do you know what the problem with that is? We can’t win. Put up all the Christmas lights you want- make
your house look like the Griswolds’!- but still the darkness is there. The only thing that can really end the
dark is something far beyond our ability to control: the coming of the Sun.

And so, John tells us, the Son has come. “What came into being through the Word was life, and the life
was the light for all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the
light.” (John 1:3b-5)

| think John’s Christmas story is my favorite. To be sure, Luke’s story of the baby wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a manger, and Matthew’s story of wise men coming from far away to recognize the
newborn king, are amazing. Even Mark’s introduction with John the Baptist flings us right into the action.
But here, when John wants us to know about Jesus coming to earth, he lays it right out for us: God has put
on flesh and come to live with us in our darkness, in our suffering, in our pain and anger and hatred; God
came here to once more give light. What’s more, the best part of all, “From his fullness we have all
received grace upon grace.” (John 1:16)

Do you know how much grace God has? An inexhaustible supply. God will never, ever, ever run out of
grace. You take as much as you need, and there’s still more than enough to go around. Grace upon grace
we have received.

Folks, this is the Christmas story. God said No. No, | will not let my children die in darkness. No, | will not
hold my children’s sins against them. And God said Yes. Yes, | will forgive everything. Yes, | will pay for
everything. Yes, | will give it all away so | can have my children at my side once more.

The Light came down into the darkness, and the darkness tried to overcome it. We are such wretched
and wrecked creatures that when the Light of the World walked among us, we nailed him to a cross and
jeered and cheered as he died, and even that was not enough to overcome the light of the world!

If we truly understand what Christmas is, the fact that God has come among us in the flesh, that God has
died for our sins, that God’s light is not defeated by darkness but overcame everything, that God’s eternal
Christmas gift to us is grace upon grace; if we really understand what the birth of Jesus means, we
cannot keep from celebrating, we cannot keep from shouting it from the rooftops, we must Go Tell It On
the Mountain!

Do you want to keep Christin Christmas? Then embrace God’s grace, offered to you freely; know that
your sins are forgiven and your life redeemed. Then go to a world of darkness, shining God’s light, and

give to everyone you meet grace upon grace, knowing that there is enough for us all.

Jarrod S. Davis



